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Abstract:

The use of gestures in early child development is highly related to the development of language
and communication. Research has repeatedly shown that children who are later diagnosed with
autism use fewer gestures to point things out to others (i.e., show and share) and to request
things from others (i.e., mand). Recent research has shown that these differences can be seen
even before 12 months of age. Given the altogether lower levels of gestures observed in
children with autism and the important role they play in learning language and other important
social interaction skills.


